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July 22, 2025 

TO: Blue Lake City Council 

FROM: Garry Rees, City Planner 

RE:   Agenda Item 8: Amendment of the City of Blue Lake General Plan Housing 
Element Update for the 2019-2027 Planning Cycle (6th Cycle) – Public Hearing 

Background 
State law requires cities in Humboldt County to update their General Plan Housing 
Elements approximately every 8 years, which is referred to as a Housing Element planning 
cycle. The current cycle is for the 2019 - 2027 planning period (6th cycle). The City 
received funding from the California Department of Housing and Community Development 
(HCD) through the Local Early Action Planning (LEAP) and Regional Early Action Planning 
(REAP) grant programs to update its Housing Element for the 6th cycle to achieve 
compliance with State housing law. Since receipt of the first grant funds in 2021, City staff 
has worked with the Planning Commission and City Council on updating the General Plan 
Housing Element, which has included discussions at numerous Commission meetings, 
several public hearings, interviews with community stakeholders, and presentations at 
several town hall meetings. The current draft of the Housing Element Update is available on 
the City’s website at the following link: 

https://bluelake.ca.gov/city-council/general-plan/ 

The Draft Housing Element Update includes an analysis required by State law related to: 1) 
a review of past accomplishments under the last Housing Element Update adopted by the 
City; 2) existing demographics and housing characteristics; 3) land, financial, and 
administrative resources available to meet housing demand; and 4) market, government, 
and environmental constraints.  

The Humboldt County Association of Governments (HCOAG), a regional planning agency, is 
responsible for allocating the Regional Housing Need Assessment (RHNA) to individual 
jurisdictions within the County. The RHNA is distributed by income category. The City of 
Blue Lake has been allocated a RHNA of 23 dwelling units (7 very low, 4 low, 5 moderate, 
and 7 above moderate income units) for the 2019-2017 planning period (6th cycle). 
Additionally, because the City did not receive certification of a Housing Element Update in 
the 2014-2019 planning period (5th cycle), the City also has a carryover of 11 dwelling 
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units from the 5th cycle. Therefore, the City must plan for both its 5th and 6th cycle RHNA 
in the 6th cycle Housing Element. The Housing Element Update itself does not create 
physical residential growth in the City. The City must ensure the availability of residential 
sites at adequate densities and appropriate development standards to accommodate the 
RHNA. The Draft Housing Element Update identifies available sites that are currently zoned 
for residential development during the 2019 - 2027 planning period (6th cycle), which 
exceeds the City’s RHNA allocation, including sites located within the Powers Creek 
District.  

The Draft Housing Element Update also includes programs that propose amending the 
City’s Zoning Code for the following reasons: 1) to ensure consistency with current State 
housing law (see Housing Element Programs HI-1, HI-2, HI-7, HI-17, and HI-23); 2) to 
create a Multi-Family Combining Zone for application to a property in the City to allow a 
multi-family project without discretionary review or by-right at a density of 16 units per 
acre (see Housing Element Program HI-14); 3) to remove potential constraints to the 
development of multi-family housing (see Housing Element Program HI-19); 4) to comply 
with the requirements for objective design standards in Government Code Section 65589.5, 
subdivision (f) (see Housing Element Program HI-21); and 5) to minimize the potential for 
confusion regarding the applicability of the City’s design guidelines (see Housing Element 
Program HI-22).   

On September 20, 2023, the City received a determination letter from HCD reporting the 
results of their review of the City’s 6th cycle Draft Housing Element Update (see 
Attachment 1). The letter concluded that the revised Draft Housing Element Update meets 
the statutory requirements of State Housing Element law, with the following exception: 

“Generally, pursuant to Government Code section 65584.09, if a city did not make 
available sites to accommodate the regional housing need allocation (RHNA), then the city 
shall, within the first year of the planning period of the new element, rezone adequate sites 
to accommodate the unaccommodated portion of the RHNA from the prior planning 
period. The City has an unaccommodated need from the prior planning period (Table 20). 
Since more than a year has lapsed from the beginning of the current planning period, the 
element cannot be found in compliance until the required rezoning is complete. 
Specifically, the element cannot be found in compliance until Program HI-14 (Rezoning 
and By Right Procedures) is implemented to meet the unaccommodated need from the 5th 
cycle RHNA. Once the rezoning has been completed, the City should submit documentation 
(e.g., resolution, ordinance) to HCD and HCD will review and approve the element in 
accordance with Government Code section 65585.” 

Additionally, pursuant to Government Code Section 65583.3, the HCD review letter stated 
that the City must submit an electronic sites inventory with its adopted Housing Element 
Update. This is similar to the sites inventory contained in the Draft Housing Element 
Update but must be provided in the electronic form required by HCD.  

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
After receiving the review letter from HCD indicating that the City could move forward 
with adoption of its Draft Housing Element Update, City staff prepared a CEQA Initial Study 
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(IS). As discussed in the Draft IS, the project description analyzed in the document is the 
updated policies and programs proposed by the Housing Element Update. As concluded in 
the Draft IS, it is found that the Draft Housing Element Update would not have a significant 
effect on the environment. As stated in several sections of the Draft IS: 

“The Housing Element Update is a policy document that does not result in physical 
changes to the environment but encourages the provision of housing in areas of the City 
that are already designated and zoned to allow residential development. While policies 
could require amendments to the Zoning Code or result in actions of the City that could 
cause a physical change, the policies would not result in specific physical changes to the 
environment. Additionally, any amendments to the Zoning Code would be subject to 
project-specific environmental review pursuant to CEQA.” 

Therefore, it is recommended by City staff that a Negative Declaration is the appropriate 
CEQA determination for adoption of the Draft Housing Element Update. 

As required by CEQA Guidelines Sections 15073(d) and 15105(b), the CEQA document 
prepared for the project was sent to the State Clearinghouse (SCH#: 2024091022) for a 30-
day circulation period. The circulation period began on 9/26/24 and ended on 10/27/24. 
As required by CEQA Guidelines Section 15072(a), a ‘Notice of Intent to Adopt a Negative 
Declaration’ was submitted to the State Clearinghouse, posted in 3 public places in the City, 
and filed with the County Clerk-Recorder’s Office prior to the beginning of the circulation 
period. The CEQA document was also posted on the City’s website prior to the beginning of 
the circulation period. Comments that have been received on the Draft IS to date are 
included as Attachment 2 to this staff report. Based on the comments received, minor 
revisions were made to the Draft IS. Additions made to the Draft IS are shown in 
underlined and bolded text and deletions are shown with strikethroughs. The revised Draft 
IS (dated November 2024) is available on the City’s website at the link provided on page 1 
of this staff report. Also see discussion below under the ‘City Council Adoption’ section 
about additional minor revisions made to the Draft IS in July 2025. 

Planning Commission Recommendation 
With HCD determining that the Draft Housing Element Update is ready for adoption and 
the CEQA document being circulated for public comment, the next step in the process was 
for the Planning Commission to make a recommendation to the City Council regarding 
adoption of the Draft Housing Element Update and CEQA compliance documentation. At 
their regularly scheduled meeting on November 18th, the Planning Commission held a 
public hearing and adopted Resolution No. 2-2024, which contains the Planning 
Commission’s recommendation to adopt the Draft Housing Element Update and a CEQA 
Negative Declaration (see Attachment 3).  

City Council Adoption 
With the Planning Commission making a recommendation to the City Council, the next step 
was for public hearings to be held by the City Council to review the recommendation from 
the Planning Commission, receive comments from the public, and consider adoption of the 
Draft Housing Element Update and CEQA Negative Declaration. The City Council held public 
hearings on December 10, 2024, January 28, 2025, and March 25, 2025. Additionally, a 
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town hall meeting was held on January 11, 2025, at the Mad River Grange, and allowed an 
opportunity for the public to ask questions of the City Planner about the Housing Element 
Update.  

After the March 25, 2025 public hearing, the City engaged in correspondence with HCD 
regarding the timeline for completing the actions necessary to achieve compliance with 
State housing law. These actions include adopting the Draft Housing Element Update, 
implementing Housing Element Program HI-14 (Rezoning and By Right Procedures), and 
submitting an electronic site inventory. Through the correspondence with HCD, the City 
committed to achieving compliance with State housing law by December 15, 2025.  

In July 2025, revisions were made to the February 2024 Draft Housing Element Update 
including adjustments to the site inventory and related text and figures as well as other 
non-substantive revisions. Overall, the revisions reduced the projected number of units on 
the vacant sites included in the site inventory while still showing a surplus of units above 
the City’s RHNA allocation in all income categories. For reference, Figure 1 from the 
February 2024 Draft Housing Element Update is provided at the end of this staff report 
with labels identifying the revisions to the site inventory. Revisions were also made to the 
CEQA Negative Declaration to provide consistency with the revisions to the Draft Housing 
Element Update. The revisions to the Draft Housing Element Update were reviewed by HCD 
on July 14, 2025, and they determined that the revisions were minor adjustments and 
would not require further review by their department prior to adoption by the City. The 
revised Draft Housing Element Update and revised Draft CEQA Negative Declaration (both 
dated July 2025) are available on the City’s website at the link provided on page 1 of this 
staff report. 

This item has been scheduled for a public hearing at the July 22, 2025 City Council meeting 
for the Council to consider adoption of the revised General Plan Housing Element Update 
and CEQA Negative Declaration through the adoption of Resolution No. 1235 (see 
Attachment 4), a Resolution of the City Council of the City of Blue Lake, California, 
Adopting Amendments to the Blue Lake General Plan to Update and Implement the 
Housing Element for the 2019-2027 Planning Cycle (6th Cycle).    

RECOMMENDATION:  

Staff recommends that the City Council: 

1) Receive a report from City staff about the revised General Plan Housing Element
Update and CEQA Negative Declaration.

2) Open the public hearing and receive public testimony.

3) Close the public hearing.

4) Discuss the revised General Plan Housing Element Update and CEQA Negative
Declaration and ask questions of City staff.

5) Adopt Resolution No. 1235.
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Attachment 1

California Department of Housing and Community Development 
Review Letter for City of Blue Lake’s 6th Cycle (2019-2027) 

Revised Draft Housing Element  



STATE OF CALIFORNIA - BUSINESS, CONSUMER SERVICES AND HOUSING AGENCY GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor 

DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
DIVISION OF HOUSING POLICY DEVELOPMENT 
2020 W. El Camino Avenue, Suite 500 
Sacramento, CA  95833 
(916) 263-2911 / FAX (916) 263-7453
www.hcd.ca.gov

September 20, 2023 

Amanda Mager, City Manager 
City of Blue Lake 
PO Box 458 
Blue Lake, CA 95525 

Dear Amanda Mager: 

RE: City of Blue Lake’s 6th Cycle (2019-2027) Revised Draft Housing Element 

Thank you for submitting the City of Blue Lake’s (City) revised draft housing element 
received for review on August 28, 2023. Pursuant to Government Code section 65585, 
subdivision (b), the California Department of Housing and Community Development 
(HCD) is reporting the results of its review.  

The revised draft element meets the statutory requirements of State Housing Element 
Law, including as described in HCD’s August 29, 2022 review. However, the housing 
element cannot be found in substantial compliance until the City has completed 
necessary rezones as described below. The housing element will substantially comply 
with State Housing Element Law (Gov. Code, § 65580 et seq.) when the necessary 
rezoning is complete and the element is adopted, submitted to, and approved by HCD, 
in accordance with Government Code section 65585. 

Generally, pursuant to Government Code section 65584.09, if a city did not make 
available sites to accommodate the regional housing need allocation (RHNA), then the 
city shall, within the first year of the planning period of the new element, rezone 
adequate sites to accommodate the unaccommodated portion of the RHNA from the 
prior planning period. The City has an unaccommodated need from the prior planning 
period (Table 20). Since more than a year has lapsed from the beginning of the current 
planning period, the element cannot be found in compliance until the required rezoning 
is complete. Specifically, the element cannot be found in compliance until Program HI-
14 (Rezoning and By Right Procedures) is implemented to meet the unaccommodated 
need from the 5th cycle RHNA. Once the rezoning has been completed, the City should 
submit documentation (e.g., resolution, ordinance) to HCD and HCD will review and 
approve the element in accordance with Government Code section 65585. 

http://www.hcd.ca.gov/


Amanda Mager, City Manager 
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As a reminder, pursuant to Government Code section 65583.3, the City must submit an 
electronic sites inventory with its adopted housing element. The City must utilize 
standards, forms, and definitions adopted by HCD. Please see HCD’s housing element 
webpage at https://www.hcd.ca.gov/planning-and-community-development/housing-
elements for a copy of the form and instructions. The City can reach out to HCD at 
sitesinventory@hcd.ca.gov for technical assistance. 

Public participation in the development, adoption and implementation of the housing 
element is to effective housing planning. Throughout the housing element process, the 
City should continue to engage the community, including organizations that represent 
lower-income and special needs households, by making information regularly available 
and considering and incorporating comments where appropriate. Please be aware, any 
revisions to the element must be posted on the local government’s website and to email 
a link to all individuals and organizations that have previously requested notices relating 
to the local government’s housing element at least seven days before submitting to 
HCD. 

For your information, some general plan element updates are triggered by housing 
element adoption. HCD reminds the City to consider timing provisions and welcomes 
the opportunity to provide assistance. For information, please see the Technical 
Advisories issued by the Governor’s Office of Planning and Research at: 
https://www.opr.ca.gov/planning/general-plan/guidelines.html.  

Several federal, state, and regional funding programs consider housing element 
compliance as an eligibility or ranking criteria. For example, the CalTrans Senate Bill 
(SB) 1 Sustainable Communities grant; the Strategic Growth Council and HCD’s 
Affordable Housing and Sustainable Communities programs; and HCD’s Permanent 
Local Housing Allocation consider housing element compliance and/or annual reporting 
requirements pursuant to Government Code section 65400. With a compliant housing 
element, the City will meet housing element requirements for these and other funding 
sources.  

HCD appreciates the hard work, cooperation, and responsiveness the City’s housing 
element team provided throughout the housing element review and update. If HCD can 
provide assistance in implementing the housing element, please contact Andrea Grant, 
of our staff, at Andrea.Grant@hcd.ca.gov.  

Sincerely, 

Paul McDougall 
Senior Program Manager 

https://www.hcd.ca.gov/planning-and-community-development/housing-elements
https://www.hcd.ca.gov/planning-and-community-development/housing-elements
mailto:sitesinventory@hcd.ca.gov
https://www.opr.ca.gov/planning/general-plan/guidelines.html
mailto:Andrea.Grant@hcd.ca.gov


Attachment 2

Comments Received on the Draft CEQA Negative Declaration for 
the Blue Lake General Plan Housing Element Update 
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Zj
_
h_x
efch
îY
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î_i
_fY
d̀[Yf
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HRPa_\UJ
OVST
d_OaHPà
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Planning Commission Meeting/October 28, 2024 

RE:  Agenda Item 4. Discussion: General Plan Housing Element Update/Negative Declaration 

From:  Lisa D. Hoover 

The summary table in the Housing Element Update 2024 document, webpage. 43 (see clips 1 and clip 2 

below), that includes of the Environmental Factors (e.g. biological resources, geology/soils, hazardous 

materials, transportation/traffic) potentially affected indicates that ALL impacts are “less than 

significant”, thus the determination is that the “proposed project COULD NOT have a significant impact 

on the environment and a negative declaration will be prepared”.   A summary of the “Mandatory 

Findings of Significance” (webpage 129) reiterates “less than significant” perspective (see clip 3 below). 

Yet, the evaluation of “less than significant” applied to all environmental factors is not in keeping with 

components of the housing element update or the Biological Resources Assessment of 2023 (the latter 

focused on the Taylor Way developments) that identifies mitigations that should be identified as a 

condition of approval.  Following are clipped statements from the Housing Element: 

Pg. 58 of the Housing Element Update states: 

In none of the tables of the Housing Element Update that summarize potential environmental effects 

was a determination made consistent with “the potential to result in significant impacts…” (statement 

above).  Why wasn’t the determination option, “Less than Significant with Mitigation Incorporated” 

applied to a particular action, when in fact, mitigations will be needed?  Example, from Table 21 of the 

Housing Element update- “Inventory of Vacant Land Available for Residential Development” a multiple-

family housing density is assigned to a lot that has the following site constraints documented in the 

table:  Lot shape, creek corridor, creek setback, riparian habitat, flood zone. In spite of these site 

constraints identified in the document, the Housing Element Update does not even acknowledge that 

mitigations would be needed related to the “Hydrology and Water Quality” element (webpage 88).    

The need for mitigations is also supported in the Biological Resources Assessment (February 2023) for 

Taylor Way developments as well.  The document states that recommendations to reduce potential 

direct and indirect adverse affects be included as a “condition of approval of the project”.  Some 

examples: 
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- For direct and indirect impact to special-status bird species that could migrate into the study

area or establish nest sites, species surveys should be done prior to any land disturbance, and

appropriate mitigations applied.

- For potential indirect effects on water resources (streams and associated riparian habitats,

riverine system) such as compromising surface water quality by sediment transport from

disturbed soils or disturbed by release of hazardous materials as a result of construction.

These are examples of environmental effects that were assigned a “Less than Significant” determination 

in the Housing Element Update when they actually need mitigations incorporated to reduce negative 

impacts and should be documented as such.  

Another environmental factor in the Housing Element Update relates to direct and indirect effects of the 

proposed housing element titled “Population and Housing” (see clip 4 below).  This factor would apply to 

any future growth such as new homes and businesses, (including recreational development), specifically, 

cumulative effects of foreseeable future actions that may affect roads, traffic, and ingress/egress into 

and out of the town. The Housing Element states that this item is “Less Than Significant” but this is not 

substantiated nor has the Circulation Element of the General Plan been updated since 1986.  

Related to the Housing Element’s Truck/Industrial Policy (webpage 113) and residential lot density it 

states:  

Circulation Element - Truck/Industrial Policy: Policy 23. As long as the City uses the existing truck route, 

the City should consider minimizing potential densities for residential lots within one local street or one 

block of Greenwood Avenue. 

Currently there is a multi-family development under construction within “one block”, west of Greenwood 

Avenue.  This policy was not applied to this setting so that sheds doubt on whether other parcels 

on/proximal to Greenwood Avenue identified in the other vacant sites/underutilized sites Table 21 of the 

Draft Housing Element would be applied.  Are these lots identified for multi-family developments? 

I would ask that the Planning Commission and Planning Staff revisit these elements of the General Plan 

Housing Element and pause on the intent to adopt a negative declaration until the “less than significant” 

determinations (examples above) are better substantiated and/or changed to include text related to the 

need for mitigations (“mitigations incorporated”).  I would also ask for a pause on adoption in light of 

residential, business… developments currently discussed by the City as such developments will have 

cumulative effects on the “Population and Housing” and the “Circulation” elements included in the 

document as well as other environmental elements (e.g. biological resources, hydrology, hazardous 

materials).  Related is the need to update the Circulation Element of the General Plan to factor in an 

analysis that incorporates the proposed developments (residential etc) and zone changes.  

Respectfully submitted, 

Lisa D. Hoover 
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1. From the Housing Element Update: webpage 43.  Summary of Environmental Factors

From the Housing Element Update: webpage 63, Biological Resources 
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3. From the Housing Element Update:  Webpage 129, summary of Mandatory Findings of

Significance

4. From the Housing Element Update: Webpage 103, Summary of the Population and Housing

Element
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Attachment 3 

Planning Commission Resolution No. 2-2024 



RESOLUTION NO. 2-2024 

A RESOLUTION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF BLUE LAKE 

RECOMMENDING APPROVAL OF A DRAFT NEGATIVE DECLARATION AND 

AMENDMENT OF THE HOUSING ELEMENT OF THE BLUE LAKE GENERAL 

PLAN FOR THE 2019-2027 PLANNING CYCLE (6th Cycle) 

WHEREAS, the Blue Lake Planning Commission has before it for consideration the 

project defined as amendment of the Housing Element of the Blue Lake General Plan by 
adoption of the Housing Element Update, February, 2024, a copy of which is attached hereto as 
Exhibit "A" and made a part hereof, to supersede the September, 2009, Housing Element Update, 

as amended; and 

WHEREAS a draft negative declaration has been prepared with respect to said project 

pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), and all notices have been given 

with respect to said negative declaration; and 

WHEREAS, after due notice of hearing, a public hearing was held at the regular meeting 
of the Blue Lake Planning Commission on November 18, 2024, to consider the draft negative 

declaration and the said project; and 

WHEREAS, at said public hearing, due consideration was given to the environmental 

effects of the said project and to all objections to said project, and the Planning Commission 

believes that the draft negative declaration should be approved, and the Housing Element of the 

Blue Lake General Plan should be amended as hereinafter set forth; 

NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved by the Planning Commission of the City of Blue 

Lake as follows: 

1. The Planning Commission finds on the basis of the draft negative declaration and

any comments received by the Planning Commission that there is not substantial evidence that 

the project will have a significant effect on the environment and recommends approval of the 

said negative declaration. 

2. Pursuant to Government Code Section 65354, the Blue Lake Planning

Commission hereby recommends to the City Council the amendment of the Housing Element of 
the Blue Lake General Plan by adoption of the Housing Element Update, February, 2024 to 

supersede the September, 2009, Housing Element Update, as amended. 

3. The reasons for this recommendation are set forth in the draft negative declaration,

in the staff report, and in the minutes of the Planning Commission meetings of October 28, 2024 
and November 18, 2024 (Public Hearing), copies of which shall be transmitted to the Blue Lake 

City Council. 

4. The Secretary of the Planning Commission is authorized and directed to transmit

this resolution to the City Council of the City of Blue Lake. 





Exhibit "A" to Resolution No. 2-2024

City of Blue Lake Draft General Plan Housing Element Update for 
the 2019-2027 Planning Period (6th Cycle)  

https://bluelake.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/02012024-
BlueLake-6thCycle-HousingElementUpdate.pdf



 

 

 

 

Attachment 4 

City Council Resolution No. 1235 (DRAFT) 

 

 



RESOLUTION NO. 1235 

 

1 

 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BLUE LAKE, 

CALIFORNIA, ADOPTING AMENDMENTS TO THE BLUE LAKE GENERAL PLAN 

TO UPDATE AND IMPLEMENT THE HOUSING ELEMENT FOR THE 2019-2027 

PLANNING CYCLE (6th Cycle) 

 

 WHEREAS, the City of Blue Lake has been diligently working on an updated Housing 

Element for the 2019-2027 planning cycle (6th cycle) to identify and address the City's housing 

needs; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Legislature adopted the Housing Crisis Act of 2019 (SB 330) which 

states that “[i]n 2018, California ranked 49th out of the 50 states in housing units per capita… 

California needs an estimated 180,000 additional homes annually to keep up with population 

growth, and the Governor has called for 3.5 million new homes to be built over 7 years;” and 

 

 WHEREAS, State Housing Element Law (Government Code Sections 65580 et seq.) 

requires that the City Council adopt a Housing Element for the eight-year period 2019-2027 to 

accommodate the City’s regional housing need allocation (RHNA) of 34 housing units, which 

includes 23 units for the 2019-2027 period (6th cycle) and a carryover of 11 units from the 2014-

2019 period (5th cycle); and 

 

 WHEREAS, since May 31, 2022, the City has been in discussions with the State 

Department of Housing and Community Development on its draft Housing Element to ensure 

compliance with State law; and 

 

 WHERAS, on August 29, 2022, the State Department of Housing and Community 

Development sent a letter to the City indicating that while the proposed amended Housing 

Element addresses many statutory requirements, additional revisions are necessary to 

substantially comply with State Housing Element Law; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City worked diligently to address those comments and resubmitted 

revised Housing Elements to the State Department of Housing and Community Development on 

April 28, 2023 and August 28, 2023; and 

 

WHERAS, on September 20, 2023, the State Department of Housing and Community 

Development sent a letter to the City indicating that while the revised Housing Element meets 

the statutory requirements of State Housing Element Law, the revised Housing Element will be 

in substantial compliance upon the City completing the necessary rezoning proposed by 

Implementation Program HI-14 (Rezoning and By Right Procedures); and 

 

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission held a duly noticed public hearing on November 

18, 2024, at which time it reviewed and provided its recommendations on the proposed Housing 

Element, as set forth in Planning Commission Resolution No. 2-2024, which Resolution was 

transmitted to the City Council; and    
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WHEREAS, the City Council held duly noticed Public Hearings on December 10, 2024, 

January 28, 2025, and March 25, 2025, at which it received presentations on the amendment to 

the Housing Element from the City Planner and received public testimony; and 

WHEREAS, a town hall meeting was held on January 11, 2025, at which time the City 

Planner provided a further report to the community and answered questions from the public; and 

WHEREAS, the City made revisions to the Housing Element in July 2025 including 

adjustments to the site inventory and related text and figures as well as other non-substantive 

revisions; and 

WHEREAS, the revisions were reviewed by the State Department of Housing and 

Community Development on July 14, 2025 and it was determined that the revisions were minor 

adjustments and would not require further review by their Department prior to adoption by the 

City; and  

WHEREAS, by way of this Resolution, the City Council desires to adopt the amendment 

to the Housing Element of the Blue Lake General Plan by adoption of the Housing Element 

Update, July, 2025, a copy of which is attached hereto and made a part hereof, to supersede the 

September, 2009, Housing Element Update, as amended; and 

WHEREAS, the adoption of the above-referenced Housing Element Update is made 

with minor modification to the proposed Housing Element reviewed and favorably 

recommended by the Planning Commission; and 

WHEREAS, a draft negative declaration has been prepared with respect to said project 

pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), and all notices have been given 

with respect to said negative declaration; and 

WHEREAS, after due notice of hearing, a public hearing was held at the regular meeting 

of the Blue Lake Planning Commission on November 18, 2024, to consider the draft negative 

declaration; and 

WHEREAS, at said public hearing, due consideration was given to the environmental 

effects of the said project and to all objections to said project, and the Planning Commission 

believes that the draft negative declaration should be approved, and the proposed Housing 

Element should be adopted. 

NOW, THEREFORE, that the City Council, based on the findings, supported by 

substantial evidence in the record, that: 

1. The foregoing recitals are true and correct and are incorporated by reference into

this action.

2. The City Council finds and determines that adoption of the Housing Element will

not have a significant effect on the environment and that a Negative Declaration is
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appropriate, has been prepared, and is hereby approved and adopted for that 

project. The City Planner is directed to file a Notice of Determination with the 

appropriate entities.  

3. In accordance with state law, the City Council hereby finds as follows:

a. The Housing Element update is consistent with and reflective of the General

Plan’s goals, policies, and intent to encourage orderly growth and

development in a manner that preserves the public's health, safety, and welfare

because it addresses changes that have occurred in the City's housing needs by

implementing the policies, procedures, and programs contained in the updated

Housing Element.

b. As required by Government Code Section 65585(e), the City Council has

considered the findings made by the Department of Housing and Community

Development (HCD) included in the Department’s letter to the City dated

September 20, 2023, consistent with Government Code Section 65585(e), and

the revised Housing Element attached hereto has been found by the

Department to substantially comply with the requirements of State Housing

Element Law as interpreted by HCD, upon the City adopting the

Implementation Program HI-14 (Rezoning and By Right Procedures).

c. Upon implementation of Program HI-14 (Rezoning and By Right Procedures),

the revised Housing Element substantially complies with State Housing

Element Law, as provided in Government Code 65580 et seq. and contains all

provisions required by State Housing Element Law.

4. The City Council of the City of Blue Lake hereby rescinds the current Housing

Element adopted on September 22, 2009; and adopts a superseding Housing

Element of the Blue Lake General Plan by adoption of the Housing Element

Update, July, 2025, a copy of which is attached hereto and made a part hereof.

5. The City Planner is directed to transmit the adopted Housing Element to the

California Department of Housing and Community Development for review

pursuant to Government Code Section 65585(g). The City Planner, in consultation

with the City Manager, is further directed and authorized to make all non-

substantive changes to the Housing Element to make it internally consistent or to

address any non-substantive changes or amendments requested by the Department

to achieve certification.

INTRODUCED, PASSED, AND ADOPTED this 22nd day of July 2025, by the following vote: 

AYES: 

NAYS: 
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ABSENT: 

ABSTAIN: 

_____________________________ 

John Sawatzky, Mayor 

City of Blue Lake  

ATTEST: 

_____________________________ 

City Clerk 



Exhibit "A" to Resolution No. 1235 

City of Blue Lake General Plan Housing Element Update for the 
2019-2027 Planning Period (6th Cycle) 

https://bluelake.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/Housing-
Element-Update-Rev-July-2025-Recent.pdf 




